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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ROME 12911 091721Z 
ACTION HEW-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO INT-05 COME-OO OES-07 EB-08 
USIA-15 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 L-03 /064 W 

054047 100111Z/15 

R 091407Z AUG77 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6419 
INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

UNCLAS ROME 12911 

DEPT PASS FDA, NIH, NATIONAL FISHERIES INSTITUTE, NATIONAL 
MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

COPENHAGEN FOR REGIONAL FISHERIES ATTACHE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIS, ETRD, TBIO, IT 

SUB J : GOI NOTE REQUESTS INFORMATION ON U.S. CERTIFICATION OF 
FISH AND SEA FOOD COMMODITIES FOR EXPORT TO ITALY 

REF: ROME 12110 

1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED ON AUGUST 8 NOTE VERBAL 078/14120 DATED 
AUGUST 3 WHICH WAS STIMULATED BY RECENT CASES OF POISONING 
(SEE REFTEL). NOTE IS UNOFFICIALLY TRANSLATED IN SUBSEQUENT 
PARAS. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PRESENTS ITS 
COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND, 
WITH REFERENCE TO THE RECENT CASES OF POISONING FROM THE INGESTION 
OF FISH WHICH HAVE BEEN VERIFIED IN ITALY, HAS THE HONOR OF 
PRESENTING THE FOLLOWING MEASURES TAKEN BY THE RESPONSIBLE 
ITALIAN HEALTH AUTHORITIES IN REGARD TO THE IMPORTATION OF FISH. 

FOR THE IMPORATION INTO OUR COUNTRY OF FRESH, REFRIGERATED, 

FROZEN, AND DEEP-FROZEN FISH AND OTHER SEAFOOD THAT ARE HANDLED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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IN THEIR ANATOMICALLY WHOLE FORMS, EXISTING REGULATIONS 
PROVIDE AT THE TIME OF FRONTIER SANITARY INSPECTION FOR THE 
PRESENTATION OF A CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN AND SANITATION CONTAINING 
PRECISE HEALTH AND TRADE CLASSIFICATION STATEMENTS ISSUED BY 
THE RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES OF THE EXPORTING COUNTRIES. 
THE ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS OF THE SE CERTIFICATES 
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ARE ESSENTIAL. 

IT THEREFORE APPEARS NECESSARY THAT THE COUNTRIES THAT 
EXPORT TO ITALY FISH AND OTHER SEAFOOD COMMODITIES THROUGH 
THE APPROPRIATE ECONOMIC-COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES, FURNISH 
EXPDITIOUSLY THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN ADDITION TO THAT 
ALREADY IN THE POSSESSION OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH: 

A) NAME OF THE GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ISSUING THE CITED CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN AND SANITATION; 

B ) DESCRIPTION OF LEGISLATION ON THE SANITARY CONTROL OF 
FOOD COMMODITIES FROM FISHING AND ON LABORATORY ANALYSES 
CONDUCTED ON THE COMMODITIES THEMSELVES BEFORE EXPORT AND 
WITHIN THE COUNTRY WITH A DESCRIPTION OF MMETHODS USED; 

C) LIST OF NUNCONDITIONALLY EDIBLE FISH, MOLLUSKS AND 
CRUSTACEANS FOR EXPORT, FURNISHING THE LINNEAN NOMENCLATURE 
FOR GENUS, SPECIE AND VARIETY WITH, ALONG SIDE IT, THE NATIONAL 
NAME AND THE NAME IN USE ON LABELS AND IN CERTIFICATES OF 
ORIGN AND SANITATION; 

D) TIMELY INFORMATION ON PROHIBITIONS AND PRECAUTIONARY 
MEASURES WHENEVER ADOPTED TO AVOID THE INTRDU CTION INTO THE 
MARKET OF FISHING COMMODITIES IN ANY WAY POISONOUS AND FISHING 
IN WATERS WHERE THEREARE CONDITIONS THAT CAN RENDER THE CATCH 
DANGEROUS. BE ASSURED THAT A UNIFORM MODEL OF A CERTIFICATE 
FOR DEEP-FROZEN FISHING COMMODITIES WHICH COULD ALSO BE USED 
FOR FRESH, REFRIGERATED AND FROZEN FISH AND ALL SEA FOOD COMMO- 
DITIES FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION, WHOLE OR PREPARED, WILL BE FURNISHED 
SOON. YOU ARE ASKED TO INVITE THE RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES 

TO SEND US WITH UTMOST URGENCY THE LIST OF NAMES OF OFFICIALS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AUTHORIZED TO SIGN THE CERTIFICATES FOR FISHING COMMODITIES WITH 
THEIR AUTHENTICATED SIGNATURES ALONG SIDE THE NAMES OF EACH OF 
THEM AND A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL STAMP WHICH IS PLACED ON THE 
CERTIFICATES THEMSELVES. 

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT OTHERWISE, IN REGARD TO COUNTRIES WHICH 
DO NOT FURNISH THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTATION AND IMFORMATION, 
ADOPTION OF PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES IN REGARD TO THE IMPORTATION 
OF THE SUBJECT COMMODITIES WILL BE INEVITABLE. 

(COURTESY CLOSE) END TEXT. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: GUIDANCE FOR RESPONSE.HOLMES 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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